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Mission Statement

St. Mary of the Angels Catholic Church, Anderson SC was founded in 1943 by the Franciscans of the
Holy Name Province, New York. The intention then and today, was and is to, in the spirit of Jesus
Christ and St. Francis, minister in and with the African American Catholic community and to reach out

to the African Americans of Anderson County. Furthermore, all who come to St. Mary's from whatever

background and ethnicity with a desire for Christian family will be regarded as brothers and sisters to
us. We also see ourselves as called to live in Gospel relationship to the alienated and the poor of this
community.



The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of March 2025
For families in crisis

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure for their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each others gifts, even

in their differences.

Mass Schedule

Sunday: 9 A.M. (English) 12:30 P.M. (Espafiol)
Tuesday - Friday: 8 A.M. (English)
Wednesday & Friday: 7 P.M. (Espafiol)
Saturday: 4 P.M. (English)

Confessions: 1/2 hour before each Mass.
Holy Hour/Adoration: Thursdays (all day)
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Food Pantry
Drop off any non-perishable food items in the church or parish
hall bin. The following are food supplies we need to restock:

® Boxes of cereal
® Ramen noodles (not cups)
® Saltines

® Scalloped Potatoes

THANK YOU
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Parish Chorus Practice
Thursdays at 6:00 pm
HeatherJCHiley@gmail.com

Heather Brown, Music Director
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Would you like to be an altar server?
Being an Altar Server, means serving God and God's people at
Mass. This liturgical ministry is open to those to who have made
their First Holy Communion.

Altar Servers assist the priest during Mass. There is no age limit
*kkkkkkkkkk

Homebound Ministry - Volunteers Needed
Provides a social connection to individuals who would benefit
from a visit from a fellow parishioner.
This ministry, through volunteer effort, visits residences, nursing
facilities and other home situations of parish members. Reasons
for visits range from providing spiritual support to a friendly
visit to someone who just wants to make a new friend.
The goal is to offer parishioners an encounter with other
parishioners to experience God's goodness through the
kindness of others. Any questions please contact:
officesma@charlestondiocese.org

Weekly Collections
March 1-2
Operating: $ 9314
B&G: $ 763
Food Pantry: $65
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Knights of Columbus
We are a Catholic men’s organization serving our parish and
community through donations of funds and time.
Anyone interested in finding out more can call Mike Massey at
864-314-3622.
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Women'’s Council
3rd Monday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Women Council is a ministry of service to the parish and

community. All women in the church are welcome.
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Men's Club
1st Wednesday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Men'’s Club was organized as a fellowship for the men in the

parish. All men in the church are welcome.
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BIBLE STUDY

Please join us every Thursday from 10:00-11:00 am, beginning Janu-
ary 23, and continuing through Holy Thursday, April 17.

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace...”

Deepen your understanding of scripture as we journey through the
inspiring words of the St. Francis Peace Prayer. This Bible study will
connect each line of the prayer to scripture, Catechism teachings, and
wisdom from Church Fathers and Doctors of the Church, offering an
exploration of faith, forgiveness, and discipleship. All are welcome!

To receive the lesson plan ahead of each weekly session, please send
your contact information to charlie.ofs@gmail.com and include “Bible
Study” in the subject line.
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Stations of the Cross/Estaciones de la Cruz
(During Lent / Durante la Cuaresma)
Fridays after 8:00 Mass

Viernes después de la Misa de 7:00 pm

"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”


mailto:charlie.ofs@gmail.com

Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:
"We cried to the LORD, the Ged of our fathers,
and he heard our cry” (Dt 26:7)

Psalm:
Be with me, Lord, when | am in trouble. (Ps 91)

Second Reading:

For, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved. (Rom 10:9)

Gospel:

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days,
to be tempted by the devil. (Lk 4:1-2)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001, 1988 1970 CCD
Tho English translation of Psam Respontds from Lectionary for Mads © 1060 1981, 1097,
IMermations Commusson on Englah in the Liturgy Corporation. AN rights reserved

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

e Into bread
divine will is stronger than the we:z
his human ly, and he resists the ¢
this s¢ of fasting and -denial, let's
remember Jesus' strength

Observances for the week of
March 9, 2025

Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent; Daylight Saving Time begins
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent

' THE SIGN OF

B THE CROSS

Devotions, Explained!

Christians have been making
the sign of the cross since
ancient times. It is not only

an important component

of formal liturgies and
sacramental rites, but also

a daily devotional practice
whereby the faithful invoke the
blessing and protection

of God.

Prayer of Identity

Dear God,

Claim me as Your own.

When | lose my way, remind
me that | am Yours.

When I'm plagued with doubt,
fill me with Your love.

Amen.
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Readings for the week of
March 9, 2025

Sunday:
Dt 26:4-10/Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15
(see 5b)/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13

Monday:
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9,10, 15/
Mt 25:31-46

Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/
Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday:
Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/
Lk 11:29-32

Thursday:
Est C:12,14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab,
2cde-3, 7¢-8/Mt 7.7-12

Friday:
£z 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8/
Mt 5:20-26

Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/
Mt 5:43-48

Next Sunday:
Gn 15:5-12,17-18/Ps 2711, 7-8, 8-9,13-14/
Phil 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-4:1/Lk 9:28b-36

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001, 1088, 3970 CCD
The English trarslation of Praivn Respontes from Lectionaty for
Mass U 1969, 1981, 199, Imternational Comymission on English n
the Liturgy Corporation All rights résenved
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Worship & Meditation

DISCOVER
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Gospel Meditation
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

One of the most fascinating moments in American history is
when George Washington could have become the king of the
newly liberated United States and didn't. At the height of his
power and fame, on Dec. 23,1783, he resigned his commission
as Commander-in-Chief, and went home. The astonished

King of England remarked that in doing so, Washington was
“the greatest man in the world.” Greatness is often defined

by what we could do but don't. Greatness is measured by the
temptations we overcome.

Jesus’ greatness is revealed in his victory over temptations,

too. The three offered him by the devil contain, we might say,

all potential possible temptations: food, power and fame. They
correspond to the triple human needs of body, soul and spirit.
In overcoming these three, he says "no"” in essence to every and
even the greatest temptation. We see that every desire of his
humanity — body, soul and spirit — is perfectly united to God,
to love. This is a power available to each member of his body. It
is the path to true greatness. How can we, who so easily fall into
even small temptations, find the power to overcome large ones?
By entering into the great dynamics of Jesus’ temptations.

Lenten challenge: This first week of Lent, list some concrete
ways you can overcome temptations that correspond with
your desires. For example, you may give up snacks between
meals, choose not to participate in an activity of which you are
an expert, and decide to reduce social media posting by 50%.
It may not seem like much, but by saying “no” to the tyranny
of food, power, and fame (in this example), you'll discover true
greatness.

- Father John Muir
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: The devil knows that Jesus is human, so he
uses all the best tricks he has for getting humans to break,

The devil will try these things with us, too — this Lent, and
throughout our lives. But how can we resist? We're only human.
What do we have that the devil doesn’t have?

What the Devil Doesn't Have

The devil knows all the rules. The devil knows all the Bible
verses. He probably knows them better than you do (certainly
better than | do).

He knows them so well that here, in today’s Gospel, he thinks
he can outsmart the Son of God. He thinks he can
out-argue him,

See, the thing you need to know about the devil is that he
could have a master's degree in theoclogy. Maybe even a
doctorate. But have you ever met a master's student, or even
a doctoral one, who doesn't have a particular passion for what
they're studying? | sure have.

The devil didn't rebel against God because he didn't
understand God's will. He rebelled because he understood
God's will perfectly — and he didn't like it.

The devil knows that Jesus is human, and so in today's Gospel
he employs all the very best tricks he has for getting humans
to break. Physical hunger. Insecurity and a desire for power.
The yearning to appear learned and wise.

The devil will try these things with us, too — this Lent, and
throughout our lives.

It doesn't work with Jesus, because, of course, Jesus is not just
human. He can feel temptation, but he will not submit to it. But
how are we supposed to do the same? We're not divine. We're
just human.

Well, here's the thing. We may be only human, but as
Christians, we have a secret weapon. (No, it's not a master's
degree in theology. Some of you may have that, but it probably
deesn’t make you holier.)

We have a love of what the devil has renounced — those things
belonging solely to God. Truth. Joy. Humility.
Sanctifying sacrifice.

Let the love of those things carry you through this Lent,
and beyond.

— Colfeen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

After attending our parish retreat
and feeling much better and
stronger about my faith, | want to
make this Lent worthwhile. What
can | do to keep the spirit and
practice of Lent?

Answer:

You've already taken the first step
by going on the parish retreat. It is
important for us te "tune up" our
faith, taking some time to renew
ourselves through prayer, meditation
and education. By deepening our
knowledge and understanding of
faith, we are often better attuned to
its richness and meaning for our life,

Lent is an intense retreat, a
forty-day period of reflection

and penance that prepares us

to celebrate the passion, death

and resurrection of Christ. Qur
communication with Goed and our
awareness of him is the purpose

of prayer. Setting aside extra time
each day helps intensify the season,
Prayer includes daily Mass, Stations
of the Cross, communal penance
services and private confession.
Making restitution for sin as well as
disciplining our hearts and minds
to focus on God is the purpose of
penance. It helps us restore a sense
of balance to our souls, thrown

off kilter by sin. Penance includes
personal sacrifice, self-denial,
fasting, almsgiving and charitable
works.

Finally, spiritual practices help

us sharpen our understanding

and insight into the meaning and
understanding of our faith. When
you take your faith seriously, you do
what is necessary to follow Jesus
more closely, to integrate your life
and your faith more carefully.
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WHAT'S GOING ON AT SMA

for donating their time and labor in the construction of our

Stations of the Cross. We truly appreciate your generosity! Their

contact information: 864-238-6907

PROJECT
CHALLENGE

PLAYHOUSE
——{EsT. 1986 ——
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Direcledf by Copeland Quardes:

MARCH 13-23, 2025
)
TICKETS ON SALE at Project Challenge Playhouse
$1 O ATTHEDOOR 2005 N. Main Street, Anderson, SC 29621
DOORS OPEN g g g
30 MINUTES Beside the Adult Education Center
TICKETS BEFORE SHOWTIME WWW.PCPANDERSON.ORG

A special thanks to the gentlemen of Gonzalez Concrete, L

BROUGHT TO YOU BY ST. MARY OF THE
ANGELS MENS CLUB

TS BRQ TIME!

DELICIOUS SLOW COOKED PULLED

PCRK
1 pound packages for only $10
Pre order now!
Tickets sold after all Masses

Pick up your order on the
weekend of Saturday March 29
or Sunday March 30

Kids Corner

Prayer Help Jesus to avoid the devil by staying on the
path that leads to God!

Dear God, help me not to
be selfish. Help me to be
more like Jesus.

Mission for the Week
God has given you special
talents to share with others. If
you enjoy drawing, make

a picture for somecne else. If
you enjoy singing, sing songs
that make God smile.

Sharing the Gospel
Jesus was powerful,
and the devil knew

it. Jesus could have
used the power he

had selfishly, to get
whatever he wanted

- food, land to rule, or
even angels to come
running. Instead, Jesus
chose to save his power
to do what God wanted.

Now color
the picture!
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

INTO THE
DESERT.

LUKE 4:1
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