WHAT’'S GOING ON AT SMA

Contribution Letters

If you would like to request a Contribution Letter
for the year 2024 please email:

officesma@charlestondiocese.org
Write “Contribution Letter” on the subject line.

Please add your full name, envelope number and
telephone number in the email.

If you would like a physical copy please visit the
Parish Office during office hours.

Tuesday-Friday 9am-2pm
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BurreT DINNER
SATURDAY, FEB 15, 2025
“FR. FRIEND HALL 6:00 P.M.,

-/ BANQUET RooM BUFFET MENU \

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE:
Salad, Bread, Desserts, and Beverages

b

Spaghetti w/Marinara Sauce
Spaghetti Bolognese (w/Meat Sauce)
Stuffed Shells
Ravioli

Homemade Meatballs
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TICKETS GO ON SALE FEBRUARY 1

Dine-in or Take-out
AGES 13 AND OVER $20 PER PERSON
AGES 12 AND UNDER FREE! 22N
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PLEASE SUBMIT ANY ANNOUNCEMENT BY WEDNES-
DAYS 12 NOON .

THEY WOULD BE POSTED IN THAT SUNDAYS BULLE-

Carta de Contribucion

Si desea obtener una Carta de Contribucion para el
afo 2024 favor de solicitarlo por correo electronico:

officesma@charlestondiocese.org

En la linea de asunto escriba “Carta de Con-

tribucion”

Porfavor ponga su nombre completo, numero de

sobre y numero telefonico en el correo electronico.

Si necesita una copia fisica pase a la oficina de la

parroquia durante el horario de oficina.

Martes a Viernes de 9am a 2pm.

Prayer

God, | thank you for
sending Jesus to save all
people from sin.

Mission for the Week
Ask the Holy Spirit to
show you how special
Jesus is.

Sharing the Gospel
When Joseph and
Mary brought baby
Jesus to the temple,
they dedicated Jesus
to God. An old man
named Simeon was
also in the temple
that day. As soon as
Simeon saw and held
baby Jesus, he praised
God. He knew that
Jesus was going to
bring God's love to all
people, including you.

Now color
the picture!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025

Kids Corner

Unscramble words from today's Gospel:

aresent doves
peace light
parents child

present

Spirit
glory
Simeon
persnet
clihd s el i
lgith e e
Smione S
devos s L e S
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SSXS ST MARY OF THE ANGELS
MYl CATHOLIC CHURCH

RUARY 2nd-Presentation of the Lord

i Father Jairo Calderén

jcalderon@charlestondiocese.org
Deacon: Juan Borges

Parish Secretary/Religious Ed. Director
Alexandra Pérez
aperez@charlestondiocese.org

Safe Environment: Pat Binninger
pbinninger@charlestondiocese.org

Pro life Director: Petra Massey
nothingcouldbefiner@charter.net
Technology Director: Israel Ruiz Vega
Church Office:

Al 864-226-8621/ 864-791-3517

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

“Behold, this child is destined for the .
fall and rise of many in Israel.” - Lk 2:34 Website: sma43.net

Email: officesma@charlestondiocese.org

) , Office Hours:
LA PRESENTACION DE JESUS

. 7 : : i Tuesday - Friday 9 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Este nifio ha sido puesto para ruina y resurgimiento
de muchos en Israel”. - Lc 2, 34 1821 White St, Anderson, SC 29624

I © 1967 Comisién Episcopal do Pastoral Litirgica do la Conferencia del Episcopado Mexicano.




The Holy Father’s prayer intention for the month of February 2025
For vocations to the priesthood and religious life

Let us pray that the ecclesial community might welcome the desires and doubts of those young people who feel a call to serve
Christ’s mission in the priesthood and religious life.

Mass Schedule
Sunday: 9 A.M. (English) 12:30 P.M. (Espafiol)
Tuesday - Friday: 8 A.M. (English)
Wednesday & Friday: 7 P.M. (Espafiol)
Saturday: 4 P.M. (English)
Confessions: 1/2 hour before each Mass.
Holy Hour/Adoration: Thursdays (all day)

Food Pantry
Drop off any non-perishable food items in the church or parish
hall bin. The following are food supplies we need to restock:

® Boxes of Spaghetti
® One pound bags of rice

® Cereal Boxes

THANK YOU
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Parish Chorus Practice
Thursdays at 6:00 pm
HeatherJCHiley@gmail.com

Heather Brown, Music Director
*hkkkkkkkkkkk

Would you like to be an altar server?
Being an Altar Server, means serving God and God's people at
Mass. This liturgical ministry is open to those to who have made
their First Holy Communion.

Altar Servers assist the priest during Mass. There is no age limit
*kkkkkkkkkk

Homebound Ministry - Volunteers Needed
Provides a social connection to individuals who would benefit
from a visit from a fellow parishioner.
This ministry, through volunteer effort, visits residences, nursing
facilities and other home situations of parish members. Reasons
for visits range from providing spiritual support to a friendly
visit to someone who just wants to make a new friend.
The goal is to offer parishioners an encounter with other
parishioners to experience God's goodness through the
kindness of others. Any questions please contact:
officesma@charlestondiocese.org
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Weekly Collections
Jan. 25-26
Operating: $6,621.00
B&G: $40.00
Food Pantry: $50.00
Second Collection: $1611.00
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Knights of Columbus
We are a Catholic men’s organization serving our parish and
community through donations of funds and time.
Anyone interested in finding out more can call Mike Massey at
864-314-3622.
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Women'’s Council
3rd Monday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Women Council is a ministry of service to the parish and

community. All women in the church are welcome.
*hkkkkkkkkkkk

Men's Club
1st Wednesday of the month - 5:30 P.M. Parish Hall
The Men’s Club was organized as a fellowship for the men in the
parish. All men in the church are welcome.
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BIBLE STUDY

Please join us every Thursday from 10:00-11:00 am, beginning Janu-
ary 23, and continuing through Holy Thursday, April 17.

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace...”

Deepen your understanding of scripture as we journey through the
inspiring words of the St. Francis Peace Prayer. This Bible study will
connect each line of the prayer to scripture, Catechism teachings, and
wisdom from Church Fathers and Doctors of the Church, offering an
exploration of faith, forgiveness, and discipleship. All are welcome!

To receive the lesson plan ahead of each weekly session, please send
your contact information to charlie.ofs@gmail.com and include “Bible
Study” in the subject line.
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MESSAGE FROM SMA FINANCE COUNCIL

A copy of the Balance Sheet will be included in the bulletin four times a
year. The Finance Council meets quarterly and parishioners are wel-
come to attend any of the meetings. The next meeting is Thursday Feb-
ruary 27, 2025. (Date has changed)

*kkkkkkkkkkkk
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Readings for the week of
February 2, 2025

Sunday:
Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 24:7, 8, 9,10/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32

Monday:
Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/
Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday:
Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28
and 30, 31-32/Mk 5:21-43

Wednesday:
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a/
Mk 6:1-6

Thursday:

Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9,

10-11/Mk 6:7-13

Friday:
Heb 13:1-8/Ps 271, 3, 5, 8b-9%abe/
Mk 6:14-29

Saturday:
Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a. 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mk 6:30-34

Next Sunday:
Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8
(1c)/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11

Excerpts from the Lectionary fod Mass £2001, 1088, 3970 CCD
The English translation of Pravn Respontes from Lectionaty for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 199, Irntermational Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation All rights réserved

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2025

Worship & Meditation

PONDER

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

What is the secret to sharing in God's power to overcome

our difficulties? Mary teaches us this in the prophecy of her
pierced heart. This Sunday, the old man Simeon prophecies
that when her son faces cpposition, Mary's soul will be pierced
by a sword. The seemingly pointless agony of a mother
helplessly watching her son be mocked, tortured, killed and
then cruelly desecrated in death by a spear — somehow this
piercing of her heart releases a power by which “the thoughts
of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:35). What to make
of this?

Whatever problems we currently face, the deepest threat

is finally that evil thoughts are hidden in the human heart:
hatred, envy, pride, lust, greed and $o on. Behind every tyrant's
injustice, for example, is a heart unpierced by love. Evil hides

in our hearts. Mary's pierced heart, and its suffering love for
her son, reveals and scatters these evil thoughts, and replaces
them with love, forgiveness, generosity and peace.

This week, | invite us to ponder Mary's pierced heart. Her heart
is quietly at work for us in the Church and world, exposing our
evil thoughts and making a path for her son’s divine love. This
is how she gently cooperates in our salvation. Closed hearts
are cur biggest problem; love-pierced hearts are the ultimate
power to overcome every difficulty.

— Father John Muir
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“Now, Master, you may
let your servant go

In peace, according

to your word, for my
eyes have seen your

salvation, which you

prepared in the sight of
all the peoples: a light
for revelation to the
Gentiles.” - Lk 2:29-32a

xcerrpts frrom the Lect

Mass 2001, 1998, 1970
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SHOP LOCAL.

EAT LOCAL.

Support our local advertisers
Please show your support for your
parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn't be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them. Please encourage and
remind others to show their support
and shop local

Liturgical Life

Questions of the Week

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading:

Malachi prophesied a coming messenger who will
purify those making offerings to the Lord. How do you
prepare for Sunday worship?

Second Reading:

Hebrews teaches that Jesus was tested and suffered
so that he could be merciful and understanding with
our struggles and challenges. What are you facing this
week that Jesus could help you with?

Gospel:

Mary and Jospeh received incredible news from
Simeon and Anna about the infant Jesus at his
presentation in the Temple. Who helps you process
startling or unsettling information?

WORLD
DAY FOR
CONSECRATED
LIFE
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: The oldest trick of the devil is to distract us
from thinking about our hearts. It's not hard for him to do —
there are so many other things we could be doing. So, do we
have the courage to look to our own hearts, to come face to
face with our own choices, our own true selves?

The Thoughts of Many Hearts

When Simeon cradies the infant Messiah in his arms, he speaks
of salvation and glory and revelation. He speaks of his own
death. He speaks of the fulfillment of God's promise to all
people.

But most memorable, in my opinion, are his words about
the hearts of men. This Child, he says, will be the way “the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

Perhaps you're like me. Perhaps you don't enjoy scrutinizing
yourself, your actions, your intentions. You don't like reflecting
on why you feel or react the way you do, and you really don't
enjoy measuring those feelings and reactions against what you
know they could be.

It’s exhausting to sit with God, your heart in your hands, both
of us looking at it, talking about it. So far too often, | opt cut.

The oldest trick of the devil, you see, is to distract us from
thinking about cur hearts, It's not hard for him to do. There
are so many other things | could be doing, after all. Answering
emails. Catching up on laundry. Scrolling Facebook. Worrying
about inflation and the election. Stressing about my kid's
dance recital and next week’s busy schedule.

But where is God truly at work? Where is the place God will
point to, when my life on Earth has come to its close?

It is the very depths of my heart. The place where | am my
most authentic self, for better or worse. The place where all
my pretensions crumble away, and | am alone with the truth of
who 1 am and what | choose to do.

Am | brave enough to look into the depths of my own heart?

- Coffeen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

Luke’s Gospel is the only one to
mention the Presentation of the
Lord in the Temple. What is Luke
trying to communicate here and
what connection does it have
with Mary?

Answer:

February 2 is exactly forty days
after December 25, the nativity

of Jesus. Jewish law (Ex 13:2,12)
dictated that Jesus, as the firstborn,
be consecrated to God. This

was done by the parents as they
presented their Son in the Temple.

Jewish law further specified (Lv
12:2-8) that a mother was ritually
impure after giving birth, and that
she had to wait a set period of time
(forty days for a boy) before she
was to offer a sacrifice to the Lord
for purification.

The convergence of these two
Jewish regulations occasions
Luke's account of both the
Presentation of the Lord and the
Purification of Mary. These days
the liturgical emphasis is more on
the Presentation of Jesus. Luke
highlights the rale of Simeon and
Anna, two righteous Jews who
recognized Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah and praised
God for being able to see and
experience such a marvel in their
lifetimes.

Simeon’s prayer concerning the
special role of Jesus states that
Jesus is “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles.” This phrase eventually
originated the custom of blessing
candles on this day which were to
be used in the ceremonies, rituals,
and processions throughout the
church year. Thus February 2 is also
known as Candlemas Day. This day
is indeed a rich feast to be savored,
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el OR
REVELATION.

LUKE 2:32
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